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Looking to Jesus, we run the race set 

before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The LWML Ladies of the 

Emerald Coast Zone 
host the 38th Biennial LWML  

Gulf States District Convention  
on April 17-19, 2020, 

at the Navarre Convention Center, 
Navarre, Florida. 

The theme is: 

“It’s Time to Sparkle” 
-Zechariah 9:16 

(details in this issue)  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

May 1, 2020 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Happy Spring!!   

 

Spring is such a 

glorious time of the 

year.  It is a time of 

rebirth, a time of 

renewal, a time of 

revival, and a time of 

beauty.  That beauty is 

especially displayed here in Mobile and the 

surrounding areas as the azaleas burst forth in all 

their splendor.  There are many already in full 

bloom.  Lawns are starting to turn green and the 

trees are starting to bud.  The birds are singing 

melodiously in the mornings and our yard is full of 

squirrels and even an occasional rabbit or two.  

 

You can say the same for our Gulf States LWML 

District.  Spring is in the air!!  The excitement is 

building as we prepare to gather in beautiful 

Navarre, Florida, for our 38
th

 Biennial Convention 

under our banner theme “It’s Time to Sparkle”, 

taken from Zechariah 9:16.  What an appropriate 

theme for our Convention as we think of the sparkle 

in nature that spring brings and the sparkling, 

beautiful crystal blue waters of the Florida 

coastline.  In conjunction with our 38
th

 Biennial 

Convention our District is also celebrating our 75
th

 

Anniversary as an LWML District.  The gemstone 

for the 75
th

 Anniversary is Diamond. It will truly be 

a Sparkling Celebration for our District.  So, come 

ready to wear your ‘bling’ and sparkle!! 

 

I can assure you the convention will be a time of 

rebirth, new beginnings and a fresh start.  There will 

be interest sessions for you to be involved in, an 

inspiring opening Worship Service with Holy 

Communion, Bible Study, Missions Speakers, Gifts 

of Love Presentors, our National LWML 

Representative, and we must not leave out our 

evening banquet with entertainment.  Don’t forget 

to wear your ‘bling’ in celebration of our 75
th

 

Anniversary.  The dates are April 17
th

 thru the 19
th

, 

2020.  Hurry and register and make your hotel 

reservations if you not already done so.  

 

I pray you will leave this convention with a spring 

in your step, revived, renewed, your spirits lifted 

and singing a new song of praise to our Resurrected 

Savior as we gather as “Women in Mission”.   

 

“for like the jewels of a crown they shall 

shine on his land”  Zechariah 9:16 

 
Many Blessings and Much Love 
 
 

Gwen Marshall  

Gulf States District President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message—Gwen Marshall 
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Rev. Dr. J. Mark Kuehnert -- Junior Counselor

  

Dear SPARKLING Women of the Gulf States District, 
“Sparkling” objects, bright flashes of light, sun reflecting off water all draw our 
attention away from whatever we are doing.  For what purpose?  A billboard in 
Las Vegas or Navarre is obvious.  But what about light reflected from a diamond 
on your finger?  What purpose does the sun reflecting off a body of water serve?  
For me it’s an invitation to marvel at the splendor of God’s creation.  God is light 
and He created the sun to give light to our planet.  Without water on which the 
sun’s light sparkles – life as we know it would not exist. 
 
The LIGHT (Jesus), which God sent to the world, is to draw attention away from 
everything else.  The light to lighten the Gentiles without the “sparkle” of God’s 
children would fail to reach those in darkness. 

 
Before coming to Navarre reflect on how your “sparkling” draws attention to the Light of the world.  
Zechariah 9:16, our conventions theme verse, is followed by verse 17, “How attractive they will be!” 
 
Reflecting on the attractive sparklers I’ll see in Narvarre….   
With love,   

Pastor Kuehnert 
 

Cathy Mason – Organizational Resources   

As the Gulf States District Organizational Resources Chair, I continue to 
encourage members in our district and local societies to develop the hidden 
talents in your church pews.   You ask how do we do that?  Thanks for asking!!! 
 
Simple Ideas: 
     * Take a quick survey 
              Find out (WHY, WHEN, WHERE, and WHAT) causes the lack of 
participation.  Have a drop box for the survey -no names please.  For all my Tech - 
Savvy friends you could do a Survey.  Make the survey simple and short. Keep in 
mind meetings can be webinars, conference calls, and quarterly meetings. 
 

      * Leadership Develop 
             Provide resources ideas and techniques for encouraging more LCMS women to participate in the 
mission and ministry of the LWML:  to develop new LWML groups, and to assist and encourage existing groups 
and individual women to personally reach out with God’s love to all women. 
      
 * Structure and keep the bylaws updated and never conflict with the national, district, and zones bylaws. 
Always remember that your resources are just a call and click away.   
 
Yours In Mission, 
Catherine Mason 
cmason1419@gmail.com    (228) 596-7998 

about:blank
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Judy Lessmann – Treasurer 

 

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow!  Because of God’s grace 

and the generosity of His people when we closed the books of the 

Gulf States District on January 31, 2020, we had received $69,719.82, 

which is over 116% of our mission goal!!  This represents all the mite 

contributions from churches and societies as well as memorials, 

honoraria, and special gifts.  Thanks be to God and to all of you who 

contributed to this goal.   

 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. 

All that we have is Thine alone – a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

Judy Lessman 

 

 

Gladys Dale – Heart to Heart Sister Representative 

 

I have been brainstorming on ways to welcome all women into the LWML.  Upon 
speaking to representatives from the Southern District in New Orleans, I discovered that 

we have no multi cultural churches in our Gulf States District.  I continue speaking to 
active members of LWML and encourage them to invite someone not active to attend a 
meeting with them.  We have many opportunities to spread the good news and invite 
others to come and be a part of this great mission.  Step out of your Comfort Zone and 
fellowship with all women. 
 

                 Gladys Dale  

0.00 500.00 1,000.00 1,500.00 2,000.00 2,500.00 

Nov-19 

Dec-19 

Jan-20 

Mite Collections 
November 2019 thru January 2020 

National Grants District Operations District Grants 
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Cherie Endrihs – First Vice President 

  

Changes 

 
Life can change in increments - and drastically.  As my 86-year-old Mother-in-Law 
remains in a rehabilitation center after having surgery, I wonder if she will ever get 
to come back home.  It is bittersweet to review the time she has lived with us, and 
then, contemplate the future.  She is a long-time LWML’r, the sweetest mother-in-
law, and most importantly, a Christian.  Her example is love, kindness, and 
thankfulness. She points to the Lord with the light He has given her.  I pray I can do 
the same with the Lord’s help! Two of her favorite sayings are:  “Trust and obey 
there is no other way!” and “I don’t know how people live without Jesus.”  
 

Here is the song, ‘Trust and Obey’ by Don Moen: 
 
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 
What a glory He sheds on our way! 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
 
Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 
But His smile quickly drives it away; 
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 
Can abide while we trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
 
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet. 
Or we'll walk by His side in the way. 
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; 
Never fear, only trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey 
 
First Vice President duties:  
I work with the financial secretary on Lutheran Women’s Quarterly subscriptions. 
I work with zones and churches to review and update their bylaws. 
I am working with a team to update the District bylaws. 
If you need to update please send a copy for review before you accept the changes. 
I would also like a copy of each zone and church’s bylaws, please send me a copy. 
You can reach me at cendrihs@gmail.com Thank you! 
 

Cherie Endrihs 

mailto:cendrihs@gmail.com
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 Marlys Kuehnert -- Parliamentarian 

 
As we look forward to the Convention and a “Time to Sparkle”, preparations are 
being made!  One of the preparations is the selection of delegates to the 
convention.  If you are elected the delegate, you are given several responsibilities.  
You will be representing your zone and it is important to know their wishes in 
voting matters before you attend.  Prayerfully read and study the material available 
to you prior to the convention.  You must plan to attend all sessions and to be in 
your seat prior to the beginning of each session.  As a delegate you are the only 
one who can cast a vote from your zone.  If circumstances prevent you from 
fulfilling your duties as the delegate the alternate will become the delegate.  If it 
becomes necessary for the alternate to become the delegate, she must present 
herself and inform the secretary of this action prior to voting.  It is a good idea to 
take notes during the convention to enable you to report back to your zone after 
the convention. 

It is time to Sparkle!  See you in Navarre! 
 

Marlys Kuehnert   

 

 

Jackie Morris – Second Vice President 

  
We received a total of 14 grants that will be presented to the delegates at 
the District convention in April.  I have attached a copy of the grants with a 
brief description.  I am working to put together the same information in the 
form of a video for the website, so it can be accessed by anyone wishing to 
know more about the proposed grants. 
 
The two remaining grants of ‘Building A Strong Foundation in Lutheran 
Church of Togo’ and ‘Concordia Seminary International Graduate School’ 
program were paid in October, 2019.  Praise be to God that we were able to 
meet our $30,000 mite goal for this biennium. 
 
The March 15th deadline is nearing for District scholarships.  These scholarships are for women or men who 
are preparing to serve as a full-time church worker.  See the District website for the application.  
 

Jackie Morris  

 “But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.”  2 Chronicles 15:7 
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Proposed Grants – 2020/2022 

1. Gulf States District Scholarships - $3,000 

2.   Mill Neck’s Deaf Christian Education Afterschool Program - $3,000 
This grant will directly affect Mill Neck’s Deaf and hard-of-hearing students as they hear God’s Word in American Sign language 

(ASL).  It is not simply the English language with hand motions, but is a fully developed and complete living language with a 

grammatical structure that is different than English. This grant will have the capability of impacting hundreds of lives as Deaf ministry 

grows throughout the Mill Neck Family of Organizations.  Funds will be used to fund an American Sign Language interpreter, 

purchase of Christian-based curriculum and materials/crafts to create a hands-on-learning experience for the children who will attend 

an afterschool Christian education program on campus. 

3.  Support at Just the Right Time – Mission Central - $5,000 
The work of Mission Central continues to be blessed by God as a conduit to raise funds every year to send and keep missionaries in 

the mission field.  And since the work is fluid and different in all circumstances, funds can be made available to provide needed 

assistance immediately when it is available.  Some of the needs this grant would support are:  flights in and from mission locations, 

transportation in country, evacuation insurance, health insurance, salary for the family, housing expenses, utilities, computer, e-mail, 

office expenses, supplies, language training in the field, just to name a few. 

4. Concordia Seminary Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op - $5,000 
In serving these students during their years of study, the Seminary helps to relieve the financial burden of feeding and clothing their 

families.  The Food and Clothing Co-op supplies the students and families between 80% and 85% of all food and household needs 

each month at no cost to the student.    The Food and Clothing Co-op spends approximately $7,500 a month on items such as eggs, 

cheese, milk, fruit juice, ground beef, fresh fruits and vegetables, other perishable items and additional grocery paper products.  This 

money from the grant will be used to purchase only perishable food items each month and are then given directly to the students and 

their families. 

5.  Resurrection Lutheran Academy – Pensacola, FL - $5,000 
The Pensacola community has a great need for more preschool programs.  Lutheran Church of the Resurrection will be filling that 

need with the re-opening of Resurrection Lutheran Academy.  The state funding from the Florida Voluntary Pre-kindergarten (VPK) 

program will not fully fund the program and this grant will help provide a portion of the salary for the director and assistant. 

6. Witnessing to the Ethiopian:  Catechisms and Devotions for Ethiopians and 
Immigrants - $3,000 

Many of the 9 million Lutherans in Ethiopia have never had even basic books like Luther’s Small Catechism translated into a 

language they can read and understand.  The Lutheran Heritage Foundation will translate and publish the Small Catechism in eight 

additional Ethiopian languages, Jesus Never Fails Devotion Booklet, and Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation with funds from 

this grant.  

7.  Training Leaders to BOLDLY Declare Y’shua As Messiah in Israel - $4,000 
The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has total responsibility to raise the support to begin training leaders to BOLDLY declare 

Y’shua as Messiah in Israel.  What we must realize is that most Jewish people have NOT rejected Jesus as Messiah, after serious 

reconsideration, it is that they have NEVER ENGAGED in an in-depth search for the truth.  Resources such as the Hebrew catechism 

and New Testaments, leadership training for developing systems and strategies for outreach and planting house fellowships, and 

renting facilities for congregational worship services to host tabernacle-type Word and Sacrament ministry worship services will be 

funded by this $4,000 grant. 

8.  Early Childhood Playground Safety Improvement – Redeemer Lutheran 
School, Pensacola, FL - $5,000 

This year 20 students in Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten are attending Redeemer Lutheran School program.  Along with replacing a fence 

that is in bad repair, another safety concern is the playground surface on the playground.  The sand surface has washed away or grass 

has grown over the surface.  Since this is the only area for the VPK and kindergarten, the intent is to add a mulch surface with borders 

around the playground equipment.  The grant money would purchase wood for a border and 4 inches of rubber mulch. 
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9. The Center for Refuge Orphans and Jacmel Lutheran Home, Haiti - $5,000 
Because of the earthquake in 2010 and devastating hurricanes in 2016, the entire country has suffered humanitarian disaster.  Ministry 

in Mission, a cradle to grave mission, has not been able to reach or send life-saving supplies to The Center for Refuge Orphans or 

Jacmel Lutheran Home for seniors.  This grant would help with the monthly operating costs of the Jamel Home and food for The 

Center for Refuge Orphans.   

10. Voice of Care:  Equipping the Gulf States and Southern District of Disability 
Ministry and Respite Care - $5,000 

A RSO of the LCMS, Voice of Care, has established a unique and successful model for equipping the Church to nurture people with 

disabilities and their caregivers on their walk with Christ.  This grant would partially fund the initiative to launch three initial district-

wide workshops, one addressing five models of disability awareness, education and training, the other two preparing volunteers as 

short-term respite companions and instituting a sustainable respite companion training network. 

11. POBLO International - Train Gulf States Congregations To Reach Out To 
Muslims and Others - $3,000 

POBLO International Ministries is a Christian organization that is passionate about sharing the love of Jesus with Muslims and other 

immigrants and refugees living in the United States.  Funds designated for this project will be used to prepare packages (cost of 

printing and ordering packaging materials, travel and lodging costs) for the training, travel costs, boarding and lodging for POBLO 

experts who conduct the training.  This training will help participants understand the different dimensions of cross-cultural outreach to 

those culturally different from us. 

12. Women Shepherds’ Living Quarters, Madagascar – With God’s Little Ones - 
$3,000 

“Shepherds” are women who are on 24-hour call and receive no salary, who provide priceless companionship, counsel, and 

encouragement.  They are part of a shelter of healing (“toby”) which also includes a pastor and elder.  Tobys serve the mentally and 

physically ill, the addicted and tormented, the outcast and the strange.  Living quarters are needed in a remote area of Madagascar.  

This grant would help with the construction costs of this dormitory. 

13. Broadcasting and Recording Studio Equipment, LCMS Mission to Spain - 
$5,000 

The Spanish Evangelical Lutheran Church is a mission of the LCMS in Spain and has 120 members who live in 21 different cities 

around the country.  Two LCMS missionaries serve this church and on average receive new inquiries about Lutheranism once a week.  

A rented worship location has been acquired so the need for broadcast and recording equipment using the various web platforms and 

web channels available is needed.  These broadcasts will reach people throughout Spain with the love of Christ in the Gospel message, 

eventually bringing them into communion fellowship and strengthen the faith and grow the congregational identity of the brothers and 

sisters in Christ who are members of the Spanish Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

14. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, International Graduate School Students - 
$3,000 

When these International students earn their advanced-level theological degrees and return to their home countries, they will become 

teachers and church leaders.  Most of these students will become professors at their countries’ seminaries.  Many overseas Lutheran 

church bodies will benefit, as they will have more highly trained teachers to serve as professors at their seminaries and more well-

skilled leaders to help their churches to achieve their Christ-centered goals.  Funds for this grant will help contribute toward the 

international students’ advanced level educations.   

 
 

Jackie Morris / 2nd Vice President 
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 Judy Jankens – Special Focus Ministries 

  

Mission Project of the Month: 

 
Shower a special assistance organization with post-holiday care: 

Types of organizations to contact:  homeless shelter, pro-life pregnancy center, 
domestic abuse assistance center, prison ministry, and a children’s home.   
For that special winter project, contact an organization to see what needs were 
not met during the holidays and hold a meeting or tea and have a special “In 
gathering” for  “Gifts from the Heart” to help your organization of choice.  One of 
our societies in the Mountain Lakes Zone has always hosted a “Women’s 
Christmas Gathering” in early December.  They used to exchange gifts in one 
fashion or another, but now have started bringing “Gifts from the Heart” for an 
organization in need.  Perhaps a group can gather hats, scarves and mittens for 

the Lutheran Indian Ministry, or gather items such as lotions and socks for a local nursing home to get patients 
through the colder winter months.  Remember to contact your organization ahead of time and publicize your 
event and announce the “In gathering” items for a servant project. 
 .  

 

Judy Jankens/ 

 

 
 

 

 Jeanie Kisner – Public Relations 

 
Ladies, we made it through the holidays and spring is fast approaching!  With 
spring comes our Biennial LWML District Convention.  It will be held April 17-19th at 
the Navarre Convention Center in Navarre, Fl.  The ladies of the Emerald Coast 
Zone have been working hard to keep the costs down.  Hotel and convention 
accommodations are together in one area so there is no need to worry about 
traveling from one part of town to the other.  In addition to the fellowship and 
worship, the scenery can’t be beat.  This issue and the Winter edition of the Glad 
Tidings contain information on speakers, hotel accommodations, and costs.  If you 
have never attended one of the conventions, please prayerfully consider making 
this your first.  You will not regret it!   BTW, it’s never too early to make plans for 

the next National LWML Convention to be held in Lexington, Kentucky, summer of 2021.  
 
God’s peace to all. 

Jeanie Kisner 
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Lydia Landes – Nominating Committee Chair 

 
This is a list of candidates for elected positions for the 2020-2022 biennium to be voted at the Convention in 
Navarre, FL.   We still need a few candidates for Treasurer and Nominating Committee.  The bio’s and pictures 
of the candidates have not yet been received. 
 

 Junior Pastoral Counselor 
o Rev. Chris Biernacki 
o Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall 
o Rev. Paul McCormack 

 2nd Vice President 
o Mary Anne Brutjewicz 
o Arlene Merry 
o June Weir 

 Recording Secretary 
o Judy Jankens 
o Suzy Cleveland 

 

 
 Treasurer 

o Judy Lessmann 
o NEED CANDIDATE 

 
 Nominating Committee 

o Marlys Kuehnert 
o Karen Crout 
o Linda Urda 
o Elizabeth Reeves 
o NEED CANDIDATE 

Gwen Dixon – Christian Life 

This is my formal introduction to each of you in this role.  I would like the time to say abundant blessings to 
each and every one of you and much love in every aspect of your life.  I make myself available to each of you 
to assist any way that I can in our endeavors for a more informed Christian Life.  There are so many resources 
for exploration and we will enjoy researching them together.  One of those great resources is the LWML 

Prayer Service Program for 2020.  This service written by the Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, President of the 
LCMS Florida-Georgia District, is found on the National LWML website. 

 

God gives us the tools in His word for all that we desire to accomplish, He tells us: 

 Joshua 1:7:  “Be strong and very courageous.  Be careful to obey all the laws my servant Moses gave 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.” 

 2 Kings 18:7:  “And the Lord was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook.” 

2 Chronicles 20:20:  “Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets 
and you will be successful.” 

Spring is such a great time for sharing His word, learning, and LOVE. 

Blessings to all in Christ Jesus! 

Gwen Dixon  
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The Executive board of the Azalea Zone met on January 16, to set a spring agenda.  Items of note are:  Spring 

Christian Growth Workshop, March 21, at Faith Lutheran in Mobile, Gulf States District convention in Navarre, 

Florida, April 17-19, and reviewing the deadlines and registration information for these upcoming events. 

Bonnie Utterback reported on the progress of our zone banner for convention. 

Submitted by Mary Anne Brutkiewicz, Zone President 
 

 
 
Grace Lutheran – Mobile 
The LWML at Grace Lutheran meets on 
the 1st Wednesday of each month.  Our 
fall activities included collecting used 
eyeglasses for further distribution by the 
local Lions Club.  We supported a bible 
translator with a financial contribution.  
During the Christmas holidays we held a 
cookie sale with proceeds going to 
missions and we assembled holiday bags 
for our homebound members.   Each bag 
was filled with a lap blanket and assorted 
Christmas goodies.  We are currently 
planning activities for spring. 
Submitted by Gisela Nobles 
 
 
 

 
Concordia Lutheran – Montrose  
All praise to God!  Our full calendar of events has been set for 2020.  We are now looking forward to our 
Spring Meeting and the first LWML bible study this year.   We continue to support the Ronald McDonald house 
with tabs and a meal.  We continue to collect mites and encourage each lady to reach out to someone who is 
not active in LWML.   We had a great time during the Christmas holiday spreading love and fruit/candy to local 
nursing homes.   We are off and running in this New Year. 
 Submitted by Gladys Dale 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran – Elberta  
Our LWML society began making plans in December for 3 projects that would keep us active and in service 
until February.  Our first Project was collecting items to make baskets 
for a Camp Dixie Fundraiser for the months of January and February.  
Proceeds will be used for new air conditioning in the kitchen area.  
Camp Dixie started this fundraiser at the January Chicken Dinner and 
will conclude the fundraiser in February.  Other churches from the 
area were also working on this fundraiser. 
LWML began the New Year with our Annual Breakfast on January 4.  
Each member brought their favorite breakfast dish and we began the 
New Year with a fun celebration in lieu of a meeting.  Our Society set 
a date, January 18, 2020, to work on the Zone Banner for the Gulf 
States Convention, April 17-19, in Navarre, FL.  We had 8 volunteers, 
including one driving from Theodore, AL, to help us.  To date this 
project is nearly complete.     
Our society is planning a Community Leaders Luncheon February 22, 
2020, to honor our community leaders such as Mayor, Fire and Police 
Chiefs, Ministers, and School Principles from our community, as well 
as the smaller communities around us.  We plan to feed around 50 
people, including a guest speaker, who will share the history of our 
community.  
Beginning in March 2020, our society will begin baking every 
Wednesday and Thursday for the Spring Sausage Festival to be held 
at the Elberta Park on March 28, 2020. We are also looking forward 
to the Spring Christian Growth Rally to be held at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Mobile on March 21, 2020, and the Gulf States District Convention on April 17-19, in Navarre, FL.   
We have 6 members planning to attend and we are excited to see our Zone President process with our 
banner. 
Submitted by Bonnie Utterback 
   
 
Our Savior Lutheran-Mobile  
Our ladies have been busy these past few months volunteering of their time and talents.  Some of our ladies 
volunteered to help with a Thrivent Health Fair held at Tillman’s Corner Community Center.  We helped with 
traffic control, setting up food and serving, taking blood pressure, and watching children on the playground.  
We held our annual yard sale in August.  Our Board of Missions held a Thanksgiving Bake Sale.  Our ladies 
volunteered to help with baking pies, cakes, breads, cookies, brownies etc.  God blessed us, that we were able 
to meet our mission goals to support Pastor Adam Lehman and family, doing mission work in Spain and The 
Lutheran Bible Translators.    
Also, Pastor Witt goes to Knollwood Pointe and does Bible Study every Wednesday.  At Christmas time we 
invited these ladies to come to the church for a cookie baking day.  Some of our LWML Ladies made cookie 
dough and the ladies baked the cookies.  We sent them home with boxes of the fresh baked cookies.   
We held our annual Christmas Luncheon, hosted by Joanie Christenson at her home.  Fun was had by all, as we 
played Dirty Santa, then shared our most favorite and memorable Christmas.  We continue ‘Praising our Lord’ 
for all the many blessings He has provided.  Praise God from whom All Blessing Flow! 
Submitted by Ellen Collett   
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Trinity Lutheran- Mobile 
Trinity LWML started the New Year with their annual Prayer Breakfast on Sunday, January 5, 2020, in the 
Marshall’s Fellowship Hall at the church. The theme for the occasion, “In Everything Give Thanks”  
(I Thessalonians 5:18).  Prayers of 
Thanksgiving were given by various LWML 
ladies and members of the church for the 
Holy Spirit, Our Church, Our Christian Day 
School, Our Sunday School and Church 
Organizations, Our Families, Youth and 
College Students, Our Health, Community, 
Military, Country, State, and Local 
Government. Those in attendance received 
spiritual food and a hearty southern 
breakfast. A tribute and special 
presentation was given to Mrs. Ethel 
Parsons, a dedicated and faithful member 
of LWML as past President of the society, 
and her leadership and service in other 
organizations within the church and 
community. Mrs. Gwen Marshall served as 
Chairperson.                                                                  
Submitted by Jerlean Hudson 

 
Holy Cross- Mobile 
The Ladies at Holy Cross served dinner at Penelope House, a 
domestic violence shelter in October.  In November we had 
a great Bible Study and in December we hosted our annual 
Parents Night Out, where we had 21 children in attendance.  
We also had a wonderful Christmas gathering at the home 
of Lynn Freeman and supported our Senior Angel Tree.  We 
sent financial support to American Cancer Society, St. 
Mary’s Children’s home, and donated a basket to Camp 
Dixie for their fundraiser.  We met in January to set our 
agenda for the next 6 months.  
Submitted by Suzy Cleveland 
 

St. Paul’s- Foley 

Our LWML has been very active.  Our Annual Bazaar brought in $4512.52.  Camp Dixie was given $120.00 and 
St. Paul’s portion was $2256.00 
During Christmas we made & delivered 10 bags of goodies for our shut-ins.  At our Christmas luncheon we 
treated newcomers to lunch.   Our ‘Gifts from the Heart’ benefited The Women’s Care Center.  We also gave 
gifts to Pastor, Secretary, and Caretaker.  We gave financial support to the following agencies:  Lutheran Braille 
Workers, Lutheran Bible Translators, Women’s Care Center, and Camp Dixie Raffle Basket Fundraiser.  
The Quilters are chaired by Laura Johnson.  They donated five Veteran’s quilts and are constantly making 
more.  Last but not least we hosted 3 Advents Dinners. 
Submitted by Lucille Thau 

Left to Right:  Gwen Marshall, Ethel Parsons, and Dr. Rev. Ulmer Marshall, Jr. 
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Magnolia Zone 

 
Christ Lutheran Church, Pascagoula, MS, ladies meet regularly and are 
now in the process of preparing and selling frozen casseroles as a fund 
raiser to help with the cost of members attending conventions.  The 
casseroles are sold in two sizes: 8x6, $10.00 and 9x13, $20.00. 
 
The Church of the Pines, Waveland, MS, LWML society continues to meet, collect mites, and give a quarterly 
report.  They will be hosting the Spring Rally in April.  Their society does not have a ‘president’ at this time. 
Submitted by Liane Meyers 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Hattiesburg, MS, held their annual October Fest.  It was a great success with a lot 
of participation.  The ladies hosted a Thanksgiving dinner for the church and a Christmas party after church 
with 26 ladies participating.  They continue to collect mites and will host the next Fall Rally. 
Submitted by Shirley Thone, Society President 
 
The ladies of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Biloxi, MS, hold regular meetings every other month and 
have a social each month between meetings.  Usually this is at a member’s home or in a restaurant.  They plan 
a Valentine’s Day Party to include spouses and will have a Bar-B-Q for the church in April.  There will be a 
ladies’ luncheon in June.  The ladies provide food for funerals and other occasions when needed, i.e. Advent 
and Lenten Services. 
Submitted by Sandy Ziegenhagen, Society President 
 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Gulfport, MS, ladies meet monthly and continue collecting mites.  They hosted 
the Fall Rally, which included a salad Luncheon, a program presented by the pastor, a Bible message, and an 
assortment of gifts for those in attendance.  Ethel Smith was elected new Zone President, as Ellen Garnett had 
to relinquish her position due to other commitments.  The ladies will be having their birthday celebration at a 
local restaurant in March with an election of officers. The ladies will once again present Easter gifts to shut-ins.  
The ladies contributed to the ‘100th Anniversary Committee’ in the planning of a catered dinner and program 
for the church and guests held this past November.  A contribution was also given to a local ‘Angel Tree’ for 
buying Christmas gifts for those in need.  They hosted LWML Sunday in October and are assisting in 
preparations for the planned move of the church to a new location in Gulfport. 
Submitted by Cathy Mason, Society President 

 

Mountain Lakes Zone  

  
  
St. Paul’s, Cullman, AL, LWML ladies have been joyfully busy.  By providing a spaghetti luncheon, soup 
luncheon, and a Swamp John’s Seafood Meal as fundraisers, we were able to purchase a new refrigerator for 
our church kitchen.  Gift-goody bags were prepared and delivered to our church family shut-ins and the 
quilting ladies made numerous quilts and lap robes.  We made donations to Children’s Hospital and the Eye 
Foundation, a local food bank, and contributed to the Church Roof Fund. 
Submitted by Rachel Moody   
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 Women of Vision 

   
The ladies of the Women of Vision are women in motion.  Each one serves the Lord individually in their 
personal lives and they come together as a group in their church societies to accomplish great things.  The 
women of Christ Lutheran –Tuscaloosa, worked together with their church members at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and gathered non-perishable food items to distribute to the needy in their community.  They also 
held a bazaar in December to raise money to support their local mission projects. 
 
The ladies at Holy Cross—Tuscaloosa, hosted a very nice 
fall Zone Rally at their church and then went right back to 
work on their projects.  They collected food items for the 
needy in their community and gathered enough food to 
distribute 10 large boxes.  Since quilting blankets is an 
activity that is done on a continuous basis, work continued 
through the holidays on blankets to give away.  They gave 
some blankets to veterans who attend their church and 
then distributed others to veterans in the community. 
 
First Lutheran—Birmingham, also had a busy fall 
preparing for their fall bazaar which was held in 
November.  They had several work sessions where 
members would come and help make crafts to be sold at the bazaar and some of those sessions included 
lunch.  The bazaar also included a raffle for theater tickets and baked items that members made.  All of this 
was to raise money for local mission projects.  Donations from the congregation were solicited, too, at the 

annual LWML luncheon on LWML Sunday.  All of the church 
members are invited to attend and eat lunch and listen to 
presentations on the projects that the group has chosen for 
that year.  It has proven to be an effective way to fund-raise 
for these projects.  The ladies at First also fed friends and 
other women members of the church at their annual 
Christmas luncheon.  This was a time of fellowship, gift 
swaps, and singing with a good time being had by all.   
With the advent of 2020, all of our groups are busy planning 
and working to serve our Lord and to help in their churches 
in any way they can.  May our Lord bless all of their efforts 
on His behalf.  
               

Submitted by  Donna Speegle, President, Women of Vision 
Zone 
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The Gulf States District LWML will be Celebrating the 
Diamond Jubilee at their convention on April 17-19, in 
Navarre, Florida.  The national LWML was organized 
1942.  The Southern District LWML was added in 1945 
(we were later divided into the Louisiana/Mississippi and 
Gulf States Districts) 75 years ago. 
 

 
 
 

BANQUET ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE TAKING US THROUGH THE YEARS! 
 
The Shy Girls bring gorgeous harmonies and soulful solos to songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, and 
beyond.  Along with accompanist Nick Lahr, The Shy Girls take audiences through the decades with 
well-known and unique song selections that display incredible range and adorable personalities. This 
new combination of seasoned entertainers will engage audiences with their beautiful performances 
not “so shy charisma”.  
  
  
 
 
Three pastors from Mexico Beach and Panama City 
will be speaking to us about the devastation and 
recovery following Hurricane Michael, 2018. (The first 
Category 5 hurricane on record to impact the Florida 
Panhandle, and was the fourth-strongest land-falling 
hurricane in the contiguous United States, in terms of 
wind speed.)  Left to right:  Rev. David Gieseking of 
Living Water, Mexico Beach, Rev. Randal Ehrichs, 
Good Shepherd, and Rev. Paul McComack, Trinity, 
both of Panama City.  Also, accompaning them is 
Lynne Flemming, Pre school Director at Good 
Shepherd Early Learning Center in Panama City. 
 
 
 
Rev William Parsons (right) will be the bible study leader for the 

theme, “It’s Time to Sparkle”, from 
Zechariah 9:16.      
       William Parsons has served as the 
senior pastor of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Fairhope, Alabama, since 2004. 
Before coming to the Gulf coast, Parsons 
was sole pastor of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Monticello, Indiana. Parsons is a 
1998 graduate of Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, and a 1990 
graduate of Western Kentucky University, 
Bowling Green, Ky. 
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Linda Gage (right) is LWML’s National Gift Planning Counselor, 
serving in partnership with the LCMS Foundation.  Linda will be 
speaking at our convention to help people discover how they can share 
their faith, minimize taxes, bless their family, and make a lasting impact on 
ministry through charitable planning.  Most Christians don’t have a 
charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to heaven and may be unsure 
where to start.  Let Linda help you put your wishes on paper to care for 
your family and impact ministry.  LWML provides free, professional 
assistance you can trust.  You will have joy and peace of mind knowing 
your instructions will be carried out.   
 

 
Char Kroemer, LWML Vice President of Communication (left) will be 
the LWML representative.  Char was invited by a mentor and sister-in-
Christ to attend her first-ever zone rally, where to her surprise, she was 
selected to be the zone’s delegate to the 1985 LWML Convention in Ames, 
Iowa. God has continued to bless Char with many opportunities through 
the LWML to use her gifts and talents to share Jesus’ joy in service to 
others and to tell His story. Currently, Char serves in the LWML at her 
congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in McMinnville, Oregon, as her local 
group’s recording secretary. She also serves as zone archivist-historian 
and is the LWML Oregon District’s recording secretary.  

Char is from Iowa, she studied Spanish at Valparaiso University. She continued in education and was 
an administrator, principal, and teacher at St. John’s school until August 2017 when it closed.  Music 
is an integral part of Char’s life. She loves not only playing music as an organist/pianist for her church 
and at a local nursing home, but she also enjoys music for listening pleasure.   
                                                                                                                                
 
Rev. Eric Johnson, President of the Southern District, will be the 
Proclaimer for the Opening Worship Service on Friday evening. 
Rev. Eric C. Johnson, President of the Southern District, is a man of prayer 
who above all else is a servant of Christ and people.   Prior to being elected, 
President Johnson served for four years as the Mission and Ministry 
Facilitator of the Southern District. Before coming to the Southern District, 
Johnson was a missionary-at-large and church planter in the California-
Nevada-Hawaii (CNH) District. Johnson is a certified mission coach who is 
passionate about the call to “Go! and make disciples”. This passion and 
Johnson’s humble servant heart are gifts that God uses to His glory in 
revitalizing His mission within the Southern District.     Johnson’s past career 
experience enhances his leadership of the Southern District.  President 
Johnson’s past career experience enhances his leadership of the Southern District and his ability to 
relate to others. As an entrepreneur, he successfully started and grew three businesses.  Johnson 
has also served our nation in the United States Coast Guard. He graduated from the University of 
South Alabama with a Bachelor of Arts in 1990, and he earned a Master of Divinity from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. in 2001. 
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 “COME ON DOWN!” We are at the bottom of the Gulf States District. The Emerald Coast Zone is 

inviting you to come on down to join us for a wonderful convention we have prepared for all! 

 

Checklist for convention: 

It’s Time To Sparkle!   

“They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a crown.”           

Zechariah 9:16b 
Since all this information was in the Winter Glad Tidings, 
this is a reminder-- 
 
1.  Remember to make reservations at the Days Inn at 
850-939-9400 as soon as possible.  Deadline is April 10.   
Or Best Western Navarre Waterfront at 850-939-9400.  
Be sure to mention LWML, April, 2020, for rates. 
  

2.  Remember to register for the convention as soon as possible.  The Registration Form is on Page 
19 or print from our web-site at www.gulfstateslwml.org 
 
3.  Remember to bring your items for "Gifts from the Heart", food items only, 

no paper products as formerly listed in the Winter Glad Tidings:  canned 

vegetables, canned meat, shelf stable milk, rice, pasta, dried beans, 

Ravioli/Spaghetti-Os, cereal breakfast food/oatmeal and grits, boxed Mac 

and cheese, peanut butter, crackers (plastic jars, please). 
 

4.  Remember to dress to ‘Sparkle’ for the banquet and be ready to have fun! 
  
5.   Remember to arrive early Friday for scheduled activities: 
    
      2:00 p.m. Gulf States Board of Director’s Meeting 
 
      3:00-4:00 p.m.  Char Kromer, LWML Vice President   
 
      4:00-5:00 p.m   Linda Gage, LWML’s Gift Planning Counselor 
                                                                                                                                                                             
      3:00-5:00 p.m.  Dee Lawrence, hands on, preparation of personal hygiene kits for Haiti  
                                                          
      3:00-5:00 p.m.  Erin Alter, hands on, Prep work for English Bible Camps in Poland  
                                          
      5:00-6:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal – meet in the Main Ballroom 
 
      7:30 p.m.  Worship Service with Communion – Fellowship following 
  
6.  Remember to bring money for the three offerings. 
  
7.  Remember to bring extra spending money for the LWML Store that will be open on Friday & 
Saturday.    

Bea Daily, Convention Publicity Chairman 

http://www.gulfstateslwml.org/
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Keynote Speaker 

 
Erin Alter is the director of the Short-term Mission Program for 
LCMS International Mission. In 2000, Erin began serving as a 
long-term missionary in Japan as part of the VYM Program 
(Volunteer Youth Ministry) of LCMS World Mission.  In 2004 
she returned to the States and started working in the office of 
LCMS World Mission recruiting long-term missionaries. She 
has been connecting people to international service 
opportunities ever since.  Currently her focus is on connecting 
individuals and congregations to ways that they can serve and 
tell people about Jesus on short-term mission trips, including 
Mercy Medical Team trips.  
 

 

                                                

 
 Gifts of Love Advocate -- (from the Florida/Georgia 
District) 
 

Peg Henderson is a cheerleader.  She will be working at the 
“Gifts of Love” booth.  Be sure to stop by the booth for 
information and to register for a Vera Bradley bag!  She 
works with our gift planners to help people discover their 
faith, minimize taxes, bless their family, and make a lasting 
impact on ministry through their estate.   
 
 

 

 

PLEDGE WALK—A first for the Gulf States District!  

 
Following in the footsteps of our national LWML, we 
will be holding a pledge walk at the Navarre 
convention.  A Pledge Sign-up Form is included with 
this Glad Tidings.  Use this form to sign up people from 
your society (one form from each society).  Turn in the 
form and the money at the registration desk at the 
convention.  Our pledges will go to the Gulf States 
District mites.  Your Pledge Walk shirt ($12) is available 
on the registration form.  Gather Saturday morning at 
6:30 a.m. in front of the Convention Center. 
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LWML Convention Registration Form 
38th Biennial Convention - Gulf States District 

April 17-19, 2020 
Friday registration opens 12:00 pm 

Saturday registration opens 7:30 am 

Navarre Conference Center  
8700 Navarre Parkway, Navarre, FL 32566 

 

 

Please Print         Check One Category 
 

Badge Name:_________________________________________  ___ Delegate 

          ___ Alternate Delegate 

Address:_____________________________________________  ___ LWML Member 

          ___ District Board Member 

City/State/Zip:_________________________________________         ___ Voting member 

                 ___ Non-voting member 

Phone:__________________ E-mail:_______________________  ___ Past District LWML President 

          ___ Clergy 

Congregation/City:______________________________________  ___ Guest (spouse, non-member) 

          ___ Program Participant 

Zone:________________________________________________  ___ Young Woman—Age 18-35 

          Check all that apply 

 

          _____Will sing in choir— 
               circle one (Soprano Alto Tenor) 
 
           
          ______ Mission Pledge Walk 
            Saturday morning 6:30 AM 

 
 

          Please list any food allergies or                           
         special diet here: 

 
          ___________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Convention Fees 
Registration includes Saturday lunch and banquet 

(Check must accompany registration) 
 

Registration postmarked by March 17, 2020    $110.00     $___________ 
 

Registration after March 17, 2020           $135.00     $___________ 
 

Mission Pledge Walk T-shirt          $12.00     $___________ 
Circle one (S   M   L   XL   2X   3X) 
 
Saturday evening banquet guest         $30.00    $___________ 
 
Clergy lunch & banquet          $37.00    $___________ 
(Registration waived) 
              TOTAL  $___________ 

Please make check payable to:  LWML Convention Treasurer 
Mail registration and check to:  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

ATTN: Flo Hofman, 1 Meigs Dr., Shalimar, FL 32579    Phone 850-974-0617 
E-mail: huskerhofman@cox.net 
No refunds after April 3, 2020 

$10 processing fee will be retained for all cancellations. 
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Name Address Email Telephone 

Number 

Amount 

Pledged 

Donation 

Received 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 
          TOTAL AMOUNT_________________ 

 

All donations will support LWML Mission Grants for the 2020-2022 biennium. Bring checks made payable to Gulf States District 

LWML. Write Mission Walk on memo line. Thank you for your participation. 

 

 
 Name of Participant __________________________________ Zone ______________________________ 

 

LWML District Convention Pledge Walk Form 

38
th

 Biennial Convention - Gulf States District 

Saturday, April 18, 2020, 6:30 AM 

 

 


