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Mark your Calendars!!! 

 

The Mountain Lakes Zone will be hosting the 

2022 District Convention at the Holiday Inn-

Research Park in Huntsville, AL.  The date to 

remember is April 22-24. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

2021 National Convention 

   

 Registration Now Open to All! 

 

Registration is open for everyone. Alleluia! 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML) received approval to lift restrictions of 

the number of participants that may attend 

the 39th Biennial LWML Convention in 

Lexington, Kentucky. Registration links were 

sent to all those on the waitlist. Register now 

and celebrate “Running the Race … Looking to 

Jesus” with over 2,500 sisters and brothers in 

Christ. Thank You dear Lord, for this good 

news that You have given us!  

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

September 1, 2021 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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We 

Serve 

Such A 

Great 

God!! 

 

 

One of my 
favorite Hymns is “How Great Thou Art”.   The title 
alone sums it all up.  The hymn starts out “O Lord, 
my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all 
thy hands have made, I see the stars, I hear the 
rolling thunder thy power throughout the universe 
displayed, then sings my 
soul, my Savior God, to 
thee, how great thou art, 
how great thou art.”   

We serve such a Good & 
Great God!!  A God that 
is always in control of 
nature, our spiritual, and 
our physical lives, just to 
name a few.  Look at the 
season of serious illness 
and death during the 
past year, that He is 
allowing us to emerge 
from right now.  Wow, what a God.  I do not know 
about you, but the birds seem to be singing louder, 
the grass is greener, the colors of the flowers seem 
to be more vibrant, and the air is lighter.  

Just think, our God is doing all this just in time for 
us to gather in Lexington!!  We are just that special 

– as His children.   We will be coming together in 
Lexington, meeting under the banner of our 
Convention Theme, “Running the Race… Looking 
to Jesus” (Hebrews 12:1-2). Our 39th Biennial 
Convention, June 24th through the 27th, we will 
worship together, commune together, pray and 
give praise.  We will be blessed with powerful 
preaching, spirit filled bible studies, motivating 
mission grant speakers, and I certainly do not want 
to leave out fellowship with our LWML sisters, 
many of which we may not have seen since our last 
convention  two years ago in Mobile. 

Registration is closed temporarily. We are very 
prayerful that it will re-open soon.  The number of 
attendees was lowered in the interest of health 
guidelines.  President Debbie and the Board of 
Directors are receiving regular updates and 
hopefully things will change shortly.  So, I would 

like to encourage you to 
go on our web site at 
www. LWML.org and 
place your name on the 
wait list, if you are not 
already registered.  You 
will be glad you did.   

Next time you step 
outside – stand in 
awesome wonder of 
God’s Greatness and let 
your soul sing, “How 
Great Thou Art”.  We 
Serve Such a Great God! 

 

Much Love to each of you! 

Gwen Marshall  

Gulf States District President 

President’s Message—Gwen Marshall 
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Rev. Ulmer Marshall – Junior Counselor 

 

 Stay In The Race 

 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

“…and let us run with patience the race that is set before us…” 

 

The imagery created by the apostle Paul is a race in the Coliseum in 
ancient Rome.  Those Old Testament saints have finished their race – 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and many others 
already finished the race.  They saw the finish line at death and 
crossed over by faith.  Multitudes have crossed the finish line and now 
they are in the grand stand cheering us on. 

Like runners in a race, we should never give up and quit, but daily 
make a commitment to faithfully follow Christ. 

The Christian race is no ordinary race, for it is the most 
serious competition we will ever enter in our life time.  
The race determines whether we live or die, whether we 
spend eternity with God or apart from God.  Therefore, 
regardless of the struggle we must run, and we must run 
with the mindset to cross the finish line.  

The world runs for a corruptible crown, but we as 
believers run for the incorruptible crown of 
righteousness that God will give to all who believe at the 
end of their race.  We all have a race to run, so let us get 
out of the grand stand and get down on the race track of 
life, and do whatever God has called us to do. 

Remember to stay in the race until you cross the finish 
line.  Keep running, keep serving, keep praising God, 
keep loving one another, even your enemy and those 
who spitefully use you. 

God bless and tell the Lord thank you for giving us the 
strength to run this Christian race with patience. 

 
God Bless you, 

Pastor Marshall  
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Cherie Endrihs – First Vice President    

  
  
Due to Covid there have not been any bylaws to review.   I am still working on 
Districts bylaws. 

Never before have we been so inundated with our differences.  And we are different.  
God created us – perfectly how he wanted you and me to be.  He also created us to 
be in fellowship with one another.   May we continue to revisit and rethink how we 
reach out to one another in celebration, grief, love, exhortation, friendship, 
encouragement, witness, and on and on.  Ladies, thank you.  Thank you for sharing 
who you are and whose you are with me.  

God bless you and see you in Lexington! 

Cherie Endrihs 
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Frances Robinson  – Treasurer 

      
    
O Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever! 
Through April we have been able to pay $26,000.00 of our mission grants, 
completing the first six grants.  John Wesley said: “Do all the good you can, by 
all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  This is you 
ladies – the LWML! 
 
Memorials have been received from:  
 
Shalimar, FL - Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in memory of Carol Burkhard 
Tuscaloosa, AL – Holy Cross Lutheran Church in memory of Donna Speegle 
 

Remember to complete an Honorarium/Memorial Form and submit it along with your check when submitting 
honorariums/memorials. The form should be on the Gulf States website.  Be safe and stay well my sisters. 
 

 

 

 

Frances Robinson 

 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”    

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Mary Anne Brutkiewicz -- Second Vice President 

  
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and sin, 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus…”    
Hebrews 12: 1-2.  

 

The ladies of the Gulf States LWML have certainly been running the 
race this past year!  We have now fully funded our scholarships and 
the first six of our grants.  
 

I am pleased to announce that we now have sufficient funding for 
Grant # 7 -- “Voice of Care:  Equipping the Gulf States and Southern 
District for Disability Ministry and Respite Care” in the amount of 
$3250.  *According to statistics, 16.8 % of the Gulf State region 
population has a disability (ambulatory or cognitive).  33.9% of adults 
over 65 have a disability.  Almost 80% of people with disabilities are 
not connected to a church home.* LWML funding will enable ‘Voice 
of Care’ to launch three district wide workshops.  The first workshop 
will address disability awareness, education, and training.  Subsequent workshops will prepare volunteers as 
short-term respite companions and institute a sustainable respite companion training network.  
 

Great job ladies and keep up the good work! 
Running the race….looking to Jesus,  
 

Mary Anne Brutkiewicz 

  
*The Cornell University 2017 Disability Status Report 
 

 

  

 

 

The deadline for Mission Grant proposals for the 2020-2024 
biennium is October 31, 2021. 
 
Applications are available to print on the LWML web-site, 
LWML.org.  
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Gwen Dixon – Christian Life 

         
 
 
We serve an awesome God!   Our winter retreat committee waited until the 
eleventh hour to make the decision to cancel the event due to the rising 
numbers in Covid-19 cases.   The wonderful God we serve came again to the 
rescue.  During our meeting, where we were regretting not being able to 
meet in Foley, He worked through our 1st Vice President and led us to 
understand what a great thing technology is.  He gave us the guidance to 
sponsor a Zoom virtual mini retreat.  Cherie Endrihs spear headed the project 
and we were blessed with a wonderful hour of education and fellowship. 
Won’t He do it! 

 
      “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways, declares the Lord.”  Isaiah 55:8  
 
Then came the even better result, we scheduled a new retreat for Jan 28-30, 2022, and the success of the mini 
retreat garnered a greater interest in that event.  God has made it possible by sending us the Covid vaccine, to 
have a great hope for this to be successful. We are truly blessed! 
 
Now is the time to plan programs to help offset the financial needs for this retreat, and to start gathering your 
gifts.  Please include in your planning the LWML National Convention.  Lexington, KY, is a diverse city with lots 
of offerings, encourage your members to attend. 
 
Of course, as always, do not forget 
your great resources on the LWML 
website.  Make sure you share them 
with everyone.  I am available for 
any assistance at 
cgbmatj@frontiernet.net  
or (334) 830-0946.  Stay safe, and 
enjoy the spring flowers. 
 
God’s continued blessings. 
                 

Gwen Dixon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cgbmatj@frontiernet.net
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Cathy Mason – Organizational Resources 

 

Our 2021 Convention Theme:  “ Running the Race…Looking to Jesus”   
        We should be getting excited about the Convention in Lexington, 
Kentucky, on June 24- 27th.   Are you packing your bags?   Maybe you are not 
able to attend physically, but you still have an opportunity to participate in 
several ways. 
        You can always PRAY for the success of the Convention, Mission Projects, 
Speakers, Travelers, Gifts of Love and our Leadership.  The forms are online to 
join in the Mission Walk Virtually and make Donations for the Mission 
Projects.  Yes, you can be involved in the 2021 LWML Convention!    
        As your Gulf States District Organizational Resources Chair, I continue to 
encourage you to browse all the Leadership Development Resources and 
Training Tools on the website.  You will find updated materials on Mentoring, 
New Event Planning Ideas and Bible Studies. (www.lwml.org) 

So put on your Purple Hats and Grab your Bibles and invite a Pew Sister to your next meeting!    
 
Serve the Lord with gladness! Know that the Lord, He is God!  It is He who made us 
and we are His…Psalm 100:2a, 3a 
 

Cathy Adams Mason 

 

LWML Gift Planning  

Make an Enduring Difference 
        Discover how you can use your earthly blessings to bless future generations 
through LWML and other ministries through wise charitable planning while meeting 
your own personal and family needs.  LWML Senior Gift Planning Counselor, Linda 
Gage, offers free, professional assistance you can trust.  She can be reached at 800-
741-4138, or Linda.Gage@lfnd.org.  For more information go to lwmlgiftplan.org. 
        A charitable bequest is one of the easiest and most flexible ways that you can leave a gift to LWML that 
will make a lasting impact.  You can remember LWML and /or LWML Gulf States District in your charitable 
estate plan.  If you wish to include LWML in your charitable estate plan, the wording to use is: 
 The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League tax ID #43-0670932 
 801 Seminary Place, Suite L010, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
        You can designate your gift for a specific purpose, for example, Mites, the LWML Endowment Fund, 
Scholarships, Leadership Development, or other purposes that you may select. 
        To include LWML Gulf States District in your plan:  Since district offices do not have a permanent location, 
we utilize the LWML office address to assure that your gift will be directed to and received by the district as 
you desire.  This is the language that should be used: 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Gulf States District, tax ID # 23-7540648 in care of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 801 Seminary Place, Suite L010, St. Louis, Missouri 63105  

         When you have included a gift to LWML or LWML Gulf States District in your Christian estate/gift plan, 
you are eligible to be an LWML Legacy Circle member.  Please see LWML.org about how to enroll in the LWML 
Legacy Circle or contact Linda Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor, for information. 

http://www.lwml.org/
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The Azalea Zone Christian Growth Rally was on 
April 10, at Concordia Lutheran Church in 
Montrose, AL.  We had great attendance and the 
ladies at Concordia provided an excellent lunch.  
Many items were collected for our ‘Gifts from the 
Heart’ recipient, Penelope House.  Pastors William 
Parsons and Andrew Lehman from Redeemer 
Lutheran in Fairhope, AL, led the opening and 
closing devotions.  The proposed Mission Grants 
for this summer’s convention were reviewed and a 
nominating committee for this fall was established.  
Faith Lutheran in Mobile, AL, will host our Fall 
Rally. 
 
 Holy Cross- Mobile, AL, held their meeting and 
Bible Study in March with the quarterly gathering 
of Mites.   In April the ladies hosted a baby shower 
and a dinner & game night for young families.  This 
was a great opportunity for our parents to have 
some time together and their children play and do 
activities.  We will have our annual Spring Tea in 
May and host a reception for our confirmands.  A 
Boston Butt fundraiser is planned to help support 
local mission and service projects.  Ten of our 
ladies are signed up and ready to attend the LWML 
National Convention in June!!! 
Submitted by Mary Anne Brutkiewicz 
 
St. Mark’s Elberta, AL, ladies were disappointed to 
not be able to sell Kiefels at the Elberta Sausage 
Festival held in March.  However, they did assist 
their youth with the festival parking and the 
proceeds went towards the 2022 National Youth 
Gathering. 
Submitted by Bonnie Utterback 
  
Grace- Mobile, AL celebrated the birthday of one 
of the church members who turned 101 years old  

 
in March.  In May they will honor their confirmands 
and present them with a prayer book.  
Submitted by Gisela Nobles 
 
Concordia, Montrose, AL  
It is amazing how we have been finding ways to 
serve our risen Lord in the midst of a pandemic.  
We continue to reach out to our neighbors by 
delivering cookie trays and notes of 
encouragement.  In April, we had our annual Easter 
basket sale and hosted the Spring Christian Growth 
Rally.  In May, we will open our doors to our 
neighbors by helping the childcare center use our 
facilities for their graduation ceremony.  Our 
prayer is that God continues to use us, for we are 
willing to serve. 
Submitted by Gladys Dale 
 
Bethel Lutheran, Point Clear, AL, ladies continue to 
encourage mite collection.  We have an ongoing 
campaign of “Bloom Where You Are”.   This 
consists of a card, small plant or bouquet of flowers 
to encourage each one to “GROW and SERVE the 
Lord with Gladness” where ever you are in life.   In 
person meetings will return with our meeting in 
April.    
Submitted by Valerie Montgomery 
 
St. Paul’s Foley, AL ladies prepared Welcome bags 
for our ‘snowbirds’ and Easter bags for our 
‘homebound’.  We also had a farewell luncheon at 
Wolfe Bay Lodge for Laura Johnson, who moved 
back to Michigan.  We are currently working on 
applying for two District Grants to help St. Paul’s 
with expenses due to damage caused by Hurricane 
Sally.   Our Quilters continue to make quilts for 
LWR.  
Submitted by Vickey Southern  
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Central Alabama Zone 

  

 

The LWML of Trinity Lutheran Church – Selma, Alabama, meets monthly via teleconference due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

– Yearly calendar of events was approved. 
– Valentine’s Day cards were sent to our sick and shut-in members. 

– Thinking-of-You cards were sent and telephone calls were made to our sick and shut-in 
members. 

– Monthly telephone conference call meeting (no scheduled activity). 
– The LWML Annual Mother’s Day Program will be held via Zoom/teleconference on Sunday, 

May 9, 2021 @ 1:00 p.m.  Personal hygiene gift bags will be given to our invited guests and will include hand 
sanitizer, hand wipes, Kleenex, and masks. 
Mother’s Day Program Theme: “Christian Women Held by God through a Pandemic” – Psalm 46:1-3.  
Our guest Speaker is Ms. Wanda Goodwin. 
The LWML of Trinity Lutheran Church-Selma, continues to “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” 
Submitted by, Dianne Harris, President and Dorothy Veazey, Secretary 

 

Mountain Lakes Zone  

 
Mountain Lakes Zone had our Spring Christian Growth Workshop via Zoom 
on May 15th with 13 ladies and 6 churches represented.  Our Bible Study 
was Living in the Days of Noah – Today.  District President Gwen Marshall 
gave us greetings from the Gulf States District and encouraged us to attend 
the Lexington Convention.  Our Fall Rally will be at Trinity Lutheran in 

Hanceville, AL, on September 25th!! 
  
The Ladies of Ascension Lutheran in Huntsville, AL, sent Valentine cards to 
shut-ins, gave bags of candy to children on Palm Sunday, and prepared a meal 
for 100 at ‘Rose of Sharon’ in Huntsville, as well as delivered care items for 
the homeless.  They also remembered three of their members with 
memorials. 
  
The Ladies of St. Paul’s Lutheran in Decatur, AL, had a Kentucky Derby Bingo 
and Bake Sale on May 2nd with 44 in attendance.  It was an opportunity to 
raise money for their local charities and bring members of the church 
together for fellowship and FUN!!  They even had a hat contest!  Pam 
Meadows, Group Secretary, did all the decorations for the Kentucky Derby  
Event!! 
 

Our 2022 District Convention Committee is meeting regularly and is excited about hosting the Convention 
April 22-24, 2022, at the Holiday Inn-Research Park in Huntsville!  Mark your calendars!! 
 Submitted by Rita Lange, Zone President 



Gulf States Glad Tidings 11 

 

Women of Vision   

 

In Our Hearts 

In Memory of Donna Speegle 

 

We thought of you today, but that was nothing new. 
We thought about you yesterday.  And days before that. too. 
We think of you in silence.  We often speak your name. 
Now all we have are memories.  And your great leadership to acclaim! 
Your memory is our keepsake with which we’ll never part. 
God has you in His keeping.  We have you in our heart. 
                                                                              Author Unknown 

 

The Women of Vision cherish the memory of Donna and will sincerely miss her leadership and guidance as she 
faithfully fulfilled her charge as President of the Women of Vision Zone.   She loved the LWML and her LWML 
sisters.  We have shed tears that she is gone, but we will also smile because she lived.  Donna, we pledge to 
continue to love and work devotedly in the mission field.   
 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Tuscaloosa, AL, continues to provide lunch for our congregation on the first 
Sunday of each month. Our LWML meeting is also on that day.  On Sunday March 14, 2021, we sold whole pies 
and slices of pie for “Pi Day Pie Sale and Coffee” directly after Worship Service. The money was donated to 
Orphan Grain Train.  We decorated the altar with beautiful Easter Lilies purchased in memory of loved ones.  
On Easter Sunday, we assisted the Elders with Easter Breakfast, hid eggs for the Egg Hunt, and taught children 
in Sunday School. 
 

We resumed quilting on Thursday, April 25th and 29th.   Our beautiful LWML 
sisters at Christ Lutheran Church in Tuscaloosa, AL, met and quilted with us.  
They are our Quilting partners and are absolutely delightful!  Beginning in May 
we will meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month to make quilts 
for local nursing homes, veterans, Lutheran World Relief, and anyone who 
needs a quilt.  On Thursday May 27th, we will partner with Elder Dan Keller and 
his wife, Marieke, by hosting “Quilts for Those In Need”, beginning at 9 A.M.   
Thrivent has graciously approved this project and we thank Thrivent for the 
funding to purchase quilting fabric and lunch for that event. Christ Lutheran 
Church LWML will join us for this special event. 
 
Our Summer plans include working in Vacation Bible School, hosting a baby 
shower, and planning a Thrift Sale.   One hundred percent of our Thrift Sale 
funds are donated to Missions and Seminary Students. 
  
Submitted by Karen Jones, President 
 


