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 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Announces the 

40th Biennial Convention 
In  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
June 22-25, 2023 

 

Celebrate the Lord of the Nations 

Psalm 33:12-13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
   

 

LWML Sunday 

The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside 

for the observation of LWML Sunday, but it may be 

celebrated at any time.  

“For Us and With Us,” is the theme for LWML 

Sunday 2022, and is based on Paul’s letter to the 

Romans.  Paul tells us that each of us has faced 

challenges and circumstances greater than our own 

strength (Romans 8:31–39).  But, in Christ, who is 

for us and with us, we are already more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us.  This 

celebratory LWML Sunday will encourage all 

hearers of the victory which is already ours through 

Baptism, so we might live each day confidently 

trusting in Christ. 

 Downloadable materials available at lwml.org 

 

  

 

  

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

November 1, 2022 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Dear sisters in Christ, 
 
We had a fantastic 
district convention in 
April, with our largest 
attendance in years!  
We now look ahead to 
our individual group 
meetings and Fall 
Rallies, as well as, a 
District Board meeting 
in October.  The Zone 
Presidents will be 
meeting on Saturday, 

October 8.  The Executive Committee will meet 
Tuesday, October 11.  These two meetings will be 
via Zoom.  The full board will meet in person on 
Saturday, October 15.   
 
In October, the National LWML Board puts 
together its Assembly of 
Leaders (AOL).  So far I, the 
junior counselor, and 
Jennifer Hudson (one of our 
young women reps) will be 
attending.  We are very 
excited to be working with 
Special Focus ministries and 
Judy Jankens to develop a 
new ‘corner’ of ministry:  
Military Ladies.  We are very 
excited to offer these sisters 
in Christ an opportunity to 
feel at home – no matter 
which church they walk into.  
There will be more 
information to come on 
what we are doing and how 
you can be a part of it too! 

 
Now, I am looking for two specific people to help in 
our district ministry.  One – a person interested in 
social media (Facebook, Instagram, etc).  Two – 
someone interested in finding out if there is district 
interest in taking a bus to the National convention 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 2023.  Please contact 
me if either area is of interest to you. 
 
Through all these things we look forward to the 
national convention in Milwaukee, WI, June 22 – 
25, 2023, so we may celebrate together the “Lord 
of the Nations”- Psalm 33:12-13.   *Start planning 
now!* 
 

Please keep your servant leaders in prayer and 
I look forward to our next time together. 

Blessings,  
 

Cherie Endrihs

President’s Message—Cherie Endrihs 



Gulf States Glad Tidings 3 

 

Rev. J. Mark Kuehnert – Senior Counselor 

 
Dear Women of the LWML, 
 
“Change and decay all around I see,  
Oh thou who changes not ABIDE WITH ME” 
 
What has to happen to you before you cry out, “Help of the helpless , Oh 
abide with me?”  IN a favorite hymn of mine, “Abide with me”, we sing: 
“change and decay in all around see”.  That really hits home when the 
change and decay is happening in our own bodies.  However, Jesus who 
changes not – ABIDES WITH ME. 
 
Today’s PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion lists the many changes we 
experience.  Seasons change, children grow up, pastors leave, spouse’s die, 
promotions are granted, and retirement arrives.  Change happens. 
Changes happen in our LWML world.  Conventions and Retreats are 

rescheduled and new officers are elected.  But for people of faith, our God, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
changes not.  That means He is present to help the helpless…HE Abides with me. 
 

When life’s changes try to rattle your security – Remember THE Promise of JESUS, “I am with you always to 
the end of time”. Matthew 28:20 

 
Pray with me stanza 5 of this great hymn: 

“HOLD THOU THY CROSS BEFORE MY CLOSING EYES 
SHINE THROUGH THE GLOOM, AND POINT ME TO THE SKIES; 
HEAVEN’S MORNING BREAKS AND EARTHS VAIN SHADOWS FLEE, 
IN LIFE AND DEATH ABIDE WITH ME” 
 

WITH LOVE,  

Pastor J. Mark Kuehnert  
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Mary Anne Brutkiewicz -- Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

  
  
We have started processing grant payments for this biennium.  Thanks to 
your generosity and hard work, we were able to fund several at one time. 
 
Grant #1 is to our 
scholarship recipient, 
Ezekiel Potts of Good 
Shepherd, Shalimar, Florida.  
Ezekiel attends Concordia 
University, Wisconsin, 
where he is in the pre-
seminary program. 
 
Grant #2 is to Camp Dixie 
Outdoor Ministry to rebuild 

the chapel destroyed by Hurricane Sally.  This chapel is used 
by not only the campers, but the community for Easter 
Sunrise services, weddings, and special events. Construction 
will begin soon. 
 
Grant #3 is to Child Evangelism Fellowship at Trinity Lutheran 
Church and School in Mobile.  Funds will be used to purchase 
curriculum and supplies for the “Good News Club”, which 
draws the community youth in after school for Bible lessons 
and other activities. 
 
Grant # 6 is to Black Ministry Family Convocation, which was 
held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, this past summer.  
Funds were used to defray costs of technology.  The LWML 
Board voted to fulfill this grant early, since the funds were 
needed immediately and we had some funds remaining from the last biennium. 
 
Thanks to God and to all the generous LWML members in our district for these blessings.  
                                                                                                                    Keep up the good work! 

  

        Mary Anne  Brutkiewicz    
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Frances Robinson -- Treasurer 

 
 

We continue to give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His wonderful 
deeds for mankind. Thus far $11,842.44 has been contributed for mites. This 
represents 36.4% of the mission goal for the 2022-2024 biennium. This includes 
mites received from churches and groups, memorials, special offerings and gifts. 
Praise God for His grace and mercy as we continue to work for Him on the 
mission field.  

A memorial has been received for Jim Daily, husband of Bea Daily.   

When submitting honorariums/memorials, etc., please remember to complete 
an ‘Honorarium/Memorial Form’ and send it with your check. The form can be 
found on the Gulf States website. If no designation is made, the donation will go 
to the District mission grants.  Be safe and stay well.  

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 

 

 

 

 

Frances Robinson 
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Judy Jankens – Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

 
Greetings to All, 
 
It is hard to believe that summer is nearly over and fall is coming fast.  Where 
does the time go?  We get so busy with our everyday lives, but the focus on Jesus 
must be our priority!  Our work to further God’s Kingdom continues!   
 
Special Focus Ministries has taken a new priority as of late.  COVID has taken a 
huge bite out of regular church attendance and even our group LWML meetings.  
Some people have not returned to church no matter the outreach from our 
congregations, Pastors, Elders, Evangelism committees, etc.  God’s work among us 
in our churches and in the LWML must continue.  We must continue to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in our communities and throughout the world.   
 

Special Focus Ministries at the National level encompasses ‘Heart to Heart Sisters’ and ‘Young Women in 
Mission’.  We have very few churches of ethnic backgrounds in the Gulf States District.  While we are not 
ruling out a ‘Heart to Heart Sisters’ program in the Gulf States District, we have taken a bit of a different focus.  
We have begun a committee for Women in the Military.  President Cherie is aware of Military Wives and 
Women in the military attending LCMS churches in our district.  The committee has already started working 
and is planning to go forward with reaching out to these ladies while they are in our areas.  Welcome these 
women!  Invite them to LWML!  When these women move from place to place, we want them to be aware of 
Lutheran Churches and LWML groups throughout the country.  They have a built in Sisterhood already in 
place.  Think of all of the ideas that can be shared to further the Kingdom!  Please watch this program and 
share this information in your zones.  If you have a military base in your zone, please feel free to reach out to 
me.  The committee would love to share ideas with your group/zone. 
 
A Young Women’s committee has also been formed and we are currently in the planning stages to help and 
encourage our individual groups and zones to be welcoming to young women.  We hope to reach out with 
ideas and events to do just that.  We need to find ways to incorporate young women into the LWML to make 
sure the work of the LWML continues for another 80 years.  We ask that you be receptive 
to these changes.  Be welcoming to all women.  Make a point to 
invite someone new to your group meetings every month. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 

Judy Jankens 

Jrjanke83@att.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jrjanke83@att.net
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Cathy Adams Mason – Vice President of Organizational Resources 

 
 

 

Leadership Tips 
 

  

Dear LWML Leaders, 
Welcome back to Leadership Tips with the Dear Lucy 
Leader advice column! 

 

Dear Lucy Leader, 
  
Help! I was nominated to be my zone’s recording 
secretary. I’ve been my group’s recording secretary for 
some time, but I’m unsure whether I may include too 
much or too little or if I leave out something I should really 
be including. If I’m elected, I want to write the minutes 
properly. Can you give me a definitive list of what should 
be included in meeting minutes? 
  
Susie Secretary 

 

  
 

Dear Susie Secretary, 
  
Congratulations on being nominated! The position of recording 
secretary is a big responsibility, and the records you keep are 
very important. It is great that you want to know how you can 
record the minutes accurately if you are elected. Meeting 
Minutes Helps is exactly what you need in your toolbox to make 
you feel confident as a recording secretary at any level. This 
resource is straight to the point with its information about what to 
include and the helpful hints provided. 
  
May God bless you! 
Lucy Leader 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

Cathy Adams Mason 

cmason1419@gmail.com     (228)586-7998 
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w4e91d4r9ghUq9KHT9ERncUwRNOvrWn-OGApCh5pcDIf3FC5JUI_TtCxi6YIsZpgR_8RCyX26AIFbVOvagGkKVD_fPSf9TBoj00nabNG7nwYO4XJjCSDImYe37dd_wSgN6FJBIlQOTmU8P7DZiOTvEgm9y5cz2R-dsfcHMPyxbQdmTpNX8o7n8kOKvkXYrC9bF1AsCnGp1G77H_aqeM00nP2C0Sx4qDmI8OIHKaY9qsrJQWWnCFESA==&c=9xlcTz8XCyOowR_UtOjIrT9HQ9uU5ZOEh07WQt2jLrzPTQZL3wwDYQ==&ch=zUqPzYFVjvt2kkXPAgoqT_OluFTMjgFljerk2pVRvqC86qWN0dcgXw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w4e91d4r9ghUq9KHT9ERncUwRNOvrWn-OGApCh5pcDIf3FC5JUI_TtCxi6YIsZpgR_8RCyX26AIFbVOvagGkKVD_fPSf9TBoj00nabNG7nwYO4XJjCSDImYe37dd_wSgN6FJBIlQOTmU8P7DZiOTvEgm9y5cz2R-dsfcHMPyxbQdmTpNX8o7n8kOKvkXYrC9bF1AsCnGp1G77H_aqeM00nP2C0Sx4qDmI8OIHKaY9qsrJQWWnCFESA==&c=9xlcTz8XCyOowR_UtOjIrT9HQ9uU5ZOEh07WQt2jLrzPTQZL3wwDYQ==&ch=zUqPzYFVjvt2kkXPAgoqT_OluFTMjgFljerk2pVRvqC86qWN0dcgXw==
mailto:cmason1419@gmail.com
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Flo Hofman -- Archivist 

  

The Archive Corner 

 

 
In July of this year, the LCMS ‘Youth Gathering’ welcomed 18,000 youth and 
2,000 volunteers to Houston, Texas.  In July of 1969, LWML welcomed 
attendees from all across the country to their convention in Houston.  Take 
a look at this fine looking group from the Gulf States District that was in 
attendance. 
 
Those attending the 13th biennial LWML convention, July 20-22, 1969: 
 

 
 

Back row: Rev. Adrienn Bacarisse, Mrs. Cleo Perdue, Mrs. Walter Messersmith, Mrs. Arnold Danker, unknown, 
Mrs. Carl Schneider, Mrs. Kenneth Holdord, Rev. Harold Hermetz 

3rd row: Mrs. A. Bacarisse, Mrs. Mary Mims, Mrs. George Engel, Mrs. Demetrius Newton, unknown, unknown 
2nd row: Mrs. Gloria Robinson, Mrs. H.B. Grant, Mrs. Ben Rathgeber, unknown, Mrs. Gilbert Harwig. 

1st row: Rev. H. Gene Reichal, Mrs. James Stone (President), Mrs. A.J. Visney, 
unknown, Mrs. Robert Libbers, Mrs. Harold Hermetz, Mrs. Roy Martens. 

 

Flo Hofman 

Gulf States District LWML  
huskerhofman@cox.net 

mailto:huskerhofman@cox.net
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Gwen Dixon – Christian Life 

         

  
 
 
Greetings to all – 
  
We will soon be greeted with the majestic splendor of fall, which our 
Father has prepared for us to enjoy! It does not seem like we should be at 
this point in the calendar, but we are.  The end of summer signals back-to 
school for our youth and teachers, LWML Sunday, Zone rallies, Harvest 
Festivals, Reformation celebrations, and the Advent season. I pray you all 
have on your comfy shoes; it’s time to get started.  All praise to God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  
“It is by His great mercy that we have been born again because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Now we live with great expectation.”  1Peter 1:3 NLT 
 
The office of Christian Life has been busy analyzing the feedback that was provided at the close of our Winter 
Retreat, so that we may set goals for the next one.  The objective is to improve on the experience as desired 
by the participants.  The major issues seem to be time and location.  Our committee for this next retreat is still 
in the formation process and I welcome all who have desires to assist in making this a fun, positive, and 
rewarding experience for all.  Please reach out to me soon, a great plan needs time to mesh!   

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.”  Romans 12:6 NIV 
 
I would also like to hear how everyone stayed in focus during 
the summer.  Please send me your activity list,  
so that I may share it with all district members.  We are stronger 
when working together and it sure helps when the wheel does 
not have to be re-invented.  Thank you all for keeping the vision 
of LWML in the forefront of your members and communities.   

“Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works.”  Hebrews 10:24 NIV 

 
There are many resources on the website, www.LWML.org , for 
your use, and I can be reached by email at 
cgbmatj@frontiernet.net .  Please stay safe in God’s continued 
blessings,  
 
 

Gwen Dixon 

 

 

 
  

http://www.lwml.org/
mailto:cgbmatj@frontiernet.net
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Yvonne Pye -- Public Relations  

 
I am happy to introduce myself to you as the new LWML District Public 
Relations Coordinator.  My name is Yvonne Pye, and I am from Christ the 
King Lutheran Church in Enterprise, Alabama.  I am relatively new to the 
Lutheran Church, serving as a member at Christ the King for about six 
years.  I have just recently become more active in the LWML group in our 
church, in the zone, and the district meetings.  I have been a Christian all 
my life, being raised by a mom and dad who were officers (or pastors) in 
the Salvation Army.  I am excited about bearing the name of Christ as a 
Christian, a Lutheran, and a member of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League.  I count it a privilege to be part of the LWML.   
 

The thing that has impressed me the most about the LWML is the major focus that the organization and 
women have on missions both near and far, not on themselves and their own enjoyment.  I am amazed by the 
amount of money that is collected by our women reaching local, area, state, national, and international 
ministries.  The LWML is not really a social organization, yet there are many good times to be enjoyed in 
meeting together to focus on ministry to others.  I remember our Pastor, Pastor Endrihs, telling the 
congregation that it is the women of the LWML that do the most to raise money for missions in the Lutheran 
congregations.  As I have become more involved in LWML, this is the focus that has kept me interested in 
serving.  So, here I am, trying something new.  I will serve to promote LWML goals and actions, and report 
these activities to you to keep you more informed.  I considered it an opportunity to travel to my first Gulf 
States District Convention, which was held in Huntsville, AL, in April 2022.  In preparation for this event, I was 
in charge of collecting money and needed articles for the “Gifts of the Heart” from our congregation.  As a 
former 30-year veteran special education teacher, I realize the value of raising money for our Lutheran 
schools.  Money and much needed supplies to be given to the Ascension Lutheran Preschool CDC and the 
Grace Lutheran CDC were brought from each group of LWML women in the Gulf States District to the 
convention.  Our district’s women supported this ministry because the children of today will be the leaders of 
our society one day.  Since I am relatively new to the Lutheran Church, I had never seen a Lutheran School.  I 
was on “cloud nine” when I arrived at the Grace Lutheran Church on Friday night for worship.  I asked if I could 
walk through the school after the service to look at the classrooms.  As an educator, I know that anyone can 
observe the care each teacher takes of his or her classroom and determine the value of its program.  I was 
elated to find bright bulletin boards, organized classrooms, and the evidence of Christian Education present in 
each classroom, even though there was not one child in the classrooms at the time.  The other women I came 
with to the convention had to drag me out of those lovely classrooms, so we could get back to the motel.  This 
is certainly a valuable mission.  Educating children is an expensive endeavor.  A total of $125 in gift cards, 
$1380 in cash, and a variety of much needed supplies, that will be useful in educating preschool and school 
age children were collected at the convention.  I am certain the teachers, parents, and Grace Lutheran and 
Ascension churches appreciate the support of the LWML in helping them in their daily mission to educate 
children.  The LWML women certainly do raise money and give gifts from their hearts for mission work.  I am 
delighted to serve with such a generous group of women. 
 
May God Bless the world-wide ministry of the LWML, 
 

Yvonne Pye 
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The Azalea Zone Executive Board will meet on August 27th to set the schedule and theme for our Fall Rally.  
 

Trinity Lutheran, Mobile, AL  

Gulf States President, Cherie Endrihs 
and her mother, Marcie Theis were 
special guests at Trinity Lutheran 
LWML June’s monthly meeting.  
President Endrihs shared an inspiring 
bible study, “A Voice of Strength and 
Peace” from the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly Summer 2022.  The ladies 
enjoyed the fellowship and 
refreshments. 

Trinity’s lwml YOUth in Mission members, Milkayla Walton, Arielle Mobley, 
and Valencia Chaney, Counselor, labeled 168 water bottles for attendees of 
the Black Ministry Convocation held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Mobile, 
Alabama, July 27-30, 2022.  
Submitted by Jerlean Hudson 
 
Holy Cross Lutheran, Mobile, AL  

We usually slow down in the summer, but not so 
this year.  In June we started our summer Bible 
Study and had a wonderful Girls Night Out.  July, we 
hosted a Bunco Night Fundraiser.  It was a great 

evening of fun and fellowship for a great cause!   With this event, we were able to 
complete our mission project goal of $3000 for the construction of a house in 
Guatemala through ‘Child Beyond International’.  Child Beyond was a grant recipient 
from the 2019 convention.  Their presentation at the 2021 Convention in Lexington, 
KY, inspired us to set the goal of raising the funds to build the house.  If you attended our Gulf States 
convention in April, Curtis Wilson from Child Beyond had a 
booth and gave a presentation about their organization.  

 
We are looking forward to 
the fall and planning our 
next mission project!  
Submitted by Suzy 
Cleveland 
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Central Alabama Zone 

         The LWML Ladies of Trinity Lutheran Church, Selma, Alabama, celebrated Mother’s Day 2022, on 
Sunday, May 8, in an in-person worship service.  This was the first in-person Mother’s Day to be celebrated 
since the 2020 pandemic.  The theme chosen for the occasion was:  “Christian Women STILL Held by God 
Through A Pandemic”, based on Psalm 46:1-3.  The speaker was Ms. Wanda Goodwin, who is a member of 
Trinity.  The LWML members were happy to be able to fellowship together again. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW! 

Submitted by Debra McDaniel, Chairpers 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Prattville, AL, 
celebrated its 100th anniversary with a Picnic, 
Banquet, and Church Service on June 4, June 25 & 
26, 2022.  The Bethlehem LWML’s participation 
and planning of the event made the celebration a 
memorable and blessed weekend.  At the 
banquet, The Rev. Dr. McNair Ramsey, First Vice 
President of the Southern District, LCMS, was the 
Speaker and Rev. LaVaughn Wiggins, Pastor at 
United Lutheran Church, Montgomery AL, gave 
the Invocation.  Rev. Dr. Warren Davis, Former 
Pastor of 41 years, at Jehovah Lutheran Church, 
Pensacola, FL, delivered the sermon for the 
church service.  President Eric Johnson, President   
of the Southern District, LCMS, gave a warm  
welcome at the church service. 
      Bethlehem LWML continues to serve the sick and shut-ins by participating in food and toiletry drives.  We 
give to the Food Bank at Old Kingston Baptist Church in Prattville, AL, and have constructed a front porch.  We 
participated in three Thrivent Action Projects over the last two years.    Submitted by Pearl Howard 

Front row (left to right):  Dr. Cheryl Washington, Barbara Brown, Dianne Harris, Wanda Goodwin 
(speaker), Nettie Williams, Debra McDaniel, Barbara May, Dorothy Veazey, Agnes Pegues 

Back row (left to right):  Vivian Fleming, Evelyn Barber, Paulette Ishman, Betty Mosley, Nellie 
Blackmon, Ollie Morrissette, and Yolanda York. 

 

L-R:  Helen Purnell, Michael Davis, Kretricia Smith, Rev. Jefferson 
Hesterman,  Pastor & wife, Lynette Hesterman, Pearl Howard, 

 James Moton .  Front row,     Dorothy Henderson. 
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  Women of Vision  

  
The ladies of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Tuscaloosa, AL, were 
each given a red rose on Mother’s Day.  The men were 
reciprocated on Father’s Day with each man receiving a pocket size 
multi-purpose tool. 

 
 

 
On June 5th, the LWML ladies were pleased to 
host a baby shower after the Worship Service 
for a lovely couple who are expecting their son 
on August 1st.     

During Vacation Bible School, we served the 
children by teaching, singing, leading arts and 
crafts, playing games, preparing meals and 
snacks, and housekeeping.  Several of our 
ladies enjoyed the Adult Bible Study led by 
Pastor Boykin.  We thank Vacation Bible 
School Director, Stephanie Davidson, and 
Sunday School Superintendent, Sandy 
Davidson, for planning and organizing an 
outstanding VBS.  The Theme was “Make 
Waves: what you do today can change the 
world around you”.  The children learned that 
God can help them ‘make waves’ of love, 
kindness, and helpfulness. 

The LWML ladies of both Holy Cross and Christ 
Lutheran in Tuscaloosa continue to make quilts for local veterans, nursing homes, and anyone needing a quilt. 

Future plans include a lovely reception after church for the congregation on LWML Sunday, October 2, 2022. 

We thank Mrs. Gwen Marshall for her excellent service as our Gulf States LWML District President these past 
four years.  We look forward to the leadership of our new LWML President, Cherie Endrihs.  Congratulations to 
the National LWML for 80 years of service! 

Let’s serve the Lord together.  

With much love to our LWML sisters, Karen Jones.  

Submitted by Karen Jones 


